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frontier, and -Saxony and Mecklenburg received com-
pensation for their claims. The disinterestedness of
Prussia contrasted favourably with the rapacity of Austria,
and though Frederick's action was as much dictated by
motives of self-interest as that of Joseph, it was calculated
to win the confidence of the minor German States, whose
interests for the time being were identical with his own.
Soon after the peace Maria Theresa died, and Joseph
succeeded to the hereditary Austrian dominions.    It is
not possible here to dilate on the character or career of
this   remarkable   man.     What   occurred   in Death Of
Austria in the first five years of his reign may Maria
,	,	,	,  ,	to  .        :   Theresa,
perhaps best be understood by comparing it November
with what occurred in France under the Re- 30jI73°-
volution. Except in the war-office and in the department
of foreign affairs, where his influence was paramount, he
had been shut out from all power as long as his mother
lived, and when in his fortieth year he entered on full
sovereignty, he proceeded with headlong haste to introduce
the sweeping reforms he had long meditated in secret.
The work of generations was crowded into a few years, and
the want of tact and reckless disregard of rights and feelings
with which they were introduced did almost more to create
opposition than the reforms themselves. Had Joseph been
able to execute all that he conceived, Austria would have
become the strongest and most prosperous state in Europe.
As it was, much of his work perished with him, and when
he died broken-hearted at the failure of his noble aspira-
tions, he left his dominions in a state of utter confusion.
Much of it perished, but not all. The work was done too
thoroughly for the old abuses ever to be simply restored,
and its beneficial effects are distinctly traceable in the
Austrian institutions of to-day.
In  the affairs of the Empire Joseph displayed the
same activity that characterised his domestic administra^

